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After a lovely peaceful Christmas our New 
Year got off to a bad start with an aggravated 
burglary on the evening of Sunday 4th      
January.  We are recovering now but the   
damage, mess and disruption has been        
significant and will take us a few months to 
sort out.  During this period there will be 
some limitations on business within the shop 
so please be patient with us.  We would like to 
put on record our thanks to everyone who sent 
messages of support and donations in the   
immediate aftermath of the break-in. 

As many of you already know Paul and I 
have decided to move on from Emmaus        
Cambridge. We are planning to leave at 
the end of August after 18 years here.  
We don’t know at this stage what we 
will be doing instead so watch this 
space. 

We are holding our breath to see what impact the recession has on us.  So far not much 
seems to have changed in the shop but obviously as we are dependent on the trading      
income for our survival it is a worrying time for us all! 

Simon Grainge, of whom more later, 
joined us in January as, initially, our   
development officer but he is             
Community Leader in waiting for      
August. 

Finally below are the dates we have set for this year’s three Solidarity sale days.               
Unfortunately the burglary has put paid, for the time being, to our plans to repeat the popular 
auction we had last September but we do hope to do it again in the future. 

Saturday 2nd May – Solidarity Sale on behalf of Emmaus Lublin in Poland. 
 
Saturday 25th July — Sale on behalf of Emmaus International. 
 
Saturday 12th September  – Sale on behalf of Emmaus USA. 
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Shop Reorganisation 
 
Following the burglary in January we decided 
to see the aftermath as an opportunity rather 
than a crisis. 
 
For many years we have known that the     
existing office space was inadequate for the 
community’s needs.  Too small, too dark etc 
so as all three offices need repair work       
following the break in we have made plans to 
reorder the shop interior. 

New and Bespoke Furniture 
 
Alongside our enormous range of refurbished goods we also stock a wide range of pine     
furniture manufactured on site in our woodwork shop. Companions are taught woodworking 
skills by a fully qualified staff member and can produce a variety of flat pack and bespoke 
furniture, all of which can be stained and finished to customer requirements. 

John and Gaz at work (allegedly!) 

The space at the front of the shop which currently has bed linen, curtains and bric-a-brac in  
it will be cleared and converted to new offices. 
 
The existing offices at the side of the building will be repaired and upgraded and then will 
become part of the shop sales area reinstating the linen and records. 
 
We started work at the end of January and estimate it will take about four months in total. 
We ask you will be patient with us during the building work and hope that the new and     
improved sales area will more than make up for any inconvenience. 

Poppy 
 
This is Poppy and she belongs to me, companion Mark.  She is 
two year’s old and is a Staffordshire bull terrier with a very 
big colourful character to her.  I have had Poppy since she was 
six weeks old and she was so tiny that I used to go out to the 
shops and put her in a little sports bag with her little head  
popping out.  We have been here fifteen months and she loves 
it.  She goes to her kennel in the morning until tea-time, while 
I am at work, then she stays in my room at the community 
where everyone gives her plenty of fuss. 



 
Boxing Day in Wells 
 
It has become a tradition in the         
community that on Boxing day we 
launch ourselves off to the coast.      
2008 saw two cars full of community 
members in Wells-next-the-sea, Norfolk.  
It was a glorious sunny day but freezing 
cold and after a bracing walk along the 
beach and back through the woods we 
headed into the town for fish and chips 
and hot drinks� 



Woodwork Shop Special 
 
Our on site woodwork shop sometimes takes special orders for bespoke items. The extra 
long blanket box below caused speculation amongst companions about what it was going to 
be used for. 
Would you like to caption the photograph below for us?  Email ideas to 
leader@emmauscambridge.org.  Free coffee & cake in the café to the best entry. 



 

Meet Simon Grainge 
 
Emmaus is not new to me as I worked with 
the UK office from 2001 to 2005. What is 
new is the opportunity to work in an        
Emmaus Community as this presents a     
different sort of challenge. I am really 
pleased to be working with the team of staff 
and companions as they have achieved so 
much over the years. The prospect of taking 
over from Paul and Jane in August is both 
exciting and daunting but what has been 
built here is so strong and successful I don’t 
think I would be able to break it if I tried! I 
look back on my previous time with          
Emmaus with great affection and what I 
learnt stood me in good stead during later 
jobs in Nepal and Pakistan. On coming 
back to the UK I knew that I would need to 
find a job that was exciting, out of the     
ordinary and worthwhile; so where else but 
Emmaus?   My long suffering wife, Linda, 
who has supported me throughout these  
adventures is also delighted by the prospect 
of becoming a part of the Community 
where she is already beginning to feel very 
much at home.  It is very apparent that the 
Community has fantastic support from you 
all and I look forward to meeting you in the 
months ahead. 
 

 
 
 

Meet Alex Chrusciel 
 
Alex has been a companion here for several 
years but has decided to take on more         
responsibility and has now moved into the 
role of Deputy in Training.  This will give 
him the opportunity to spend a year learning 
more about the day to day running of life  
here before choosing whether to apply for 
the role of a full deputy. 

Summertime in Paris 
 
Friday June 12th will see many UK     
communities, including us, making our 
way to Paris for the annual Emmaus      
International Salon Sale at the Paris Expo.  
This annual event brings tens of thousands 
of buyers from all over Europe and raises 
money for Emmaus work in developing 
Countries.  Our community usually takes 
about one hundred boxes of good quality, 
quintessentially English bric-a-brac to sell, 
such as tea sets and cake plates.  We’ve 
always sold out in previous years.  Please 
think of us if you have such things to     
donate. 



 
The things customers do: 
 
We continue to get lovely letters and emails 
from customers showing their creative skills 
with things they have bought from us. 
 
Andy Green, from Cambridge, has been a 
regular here over a long period of time.  He 
buys old wooden, hardwood furniture from 
us which he reuses in the gorgeous, full size, 
restored travelling wagons that he rebuilds 
and sells. 
 
Just like the one below. 
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Shop Hours 
 

Mondays 
8.30am — 1.00pm 
2.00pm — 5.00pm 

 

Tuesdays to Saturdays 
8.30am — 5.00pm 

 

Registered Charity No: 1064473 
 

www.emmauscambridge.org 
 

e-mail: 
info@emmauscambridge.org 

Email database 
 
If you have an email address and would 
be happy to receive your newsletter that 
way, rather than a paper version by post, 
please drop us a line and we will do the 
rest. 
 
We will of course maintain the current 
database as it is for everyone else. 


